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. A Note from Paul & Dottie I 

. - We hope everyone is enjoying this nice summer and looking forward i 
~ to attending the annual reunion in North Charleston, South Carolina W I in October. We are going ahead with our plans and hope to see many of i 

I 
you in attendance. Remember the deadline is September 9,2010 so you I 
might want to get your reservations in early. We will not be sending out i 
another bulletin until after the reunion. ~ 

iiil We are also working on plans for next year's reunion. We will have 21 
I
~. or 3' different cities to choose from at our Membership Meeting. ~ 

Please come and join us for a good time JI 
l' ,; 
~~~~'?&;~'?&;"&~~~~~~~"4"4.'&~"'a.'0."'<-.:~"&~~~~'&~~-a~'«'&~-a~~->' 



Personal Journal 
Continued from Vol. 64, No.2 

Submitted By: Thomas H. Clews 
Company L 272nd 
317 W. Quanah Street 
Broken Arrow, OkJahoma 74011-4151 
Phone: 918-455-6262 

November 2,1944 

Today-My 19th birthday- The division arrived at 
Camp Kilmer, Overseas Processing Center, in New 
Jersey. Here I am, less than fifty miles from my home. 
This is almost back to square one. 

Troops were given last minute processing, passes 
were issued during the next 12 days. 

Many of the guys got to visit New York City, many­
for the first time. I got to go home again on an eight 
hour pass. 

The fact that we were on the East Coast just about 
ruled out the South Pacific. 

November 14, 1944 

The 272nd Regiment moved by train from Camp 
Kilmer to Jersey City, there we boarded Ferry Boats 
which took us up the Hudson River to Pier 80, New 
York Army Port of Embarkation. Here we boarded the 
transports, MS John Ericson and SS Santa Maria for 
the voyages overseas. 

Land M Companies, from the 272nd Regiment were 
alerted to pull K.P. and Guard Duty on the voyage. 

November 15, 1944 

We set sail about 1900, under cover of darkness the 
MS John Ericson and the SS Santa Maria moved 
through New York Harbor bearing members of the 
272nd Infantry out across the North Atlantic. 

Regimental HQ, Cannon Company, Service 
Company and the 1st and 3rd Battalions were aboard 
the MS John Ericson. The MS John Ericson was the 
former Swedish IlL"Xury liner Kungsholm, built by the 
Germans in 1928. It was built for speed and the rough 
seas of the North Atlantic. 

The SS Santa Maria was a converted Libertyship, a 
much smaller ship. It carried members of the 2nd 
Battalion plus Anti-Tank Company. 

A short distance outside New York Harbor t.he convoy, 
consisting of about 35 ships, a destroyer escort plus a 
small aircraft carrier, assembled. 

The John Ericson was the convoy Flagship because 
it was the fastest ship in the convoy, the carrier was 
directly behind us in line. It was not operating as a 
carrier but rather as a transport for airplanes. 

The weather has been terrible, it is either raining or 
snowing. The seas \-vere midly rough and very cold. 

I am so seasick I can hardly make it out of my bunk. 
Everyone must attend Abandon Ship Drills every day 
- sick or not. Training on deck has been held to a 
minimum because of the weather. 
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November 25,1944 

The day has been very stormy, but now the sun has 
come out and it is quite pleasant. Destroyers have 
been dropping depth charges several miles behind the 
convoy. There is a low haze on the water so we cannot 
see anything but we can hear the explosions. Hope 
this is not a sign of trouble to come. 

The weather was unsettled for the next several days. 

December 1,1944 

Docked early this morning at the Port of 
Southampton, England. The port is pretty beat up, 
there are a tremendous number of landing craft. tied 
up in the river. They could have been part of the 
D-Day Armada. 

December 2,1944 

About noon the regiment started moving from the 
transports to trains for movement to Assembly Areas. 
The Division C.P. \-vas at Winchester, Regimental HQ, 
Service Company and the 2nd Battalion were at 
Danebury Do\\'lls, near the Wallops and about 3 miles 
west of Stockbridge. 1st Battalion, 3rd Battalion, Anti­
Tank Company and Cannon Company were at 
Lopscombe Corners, 6 miles east of Salsbury and 
about 70 miles from London. 

The weather is very cold and rainy, this camp is a 
Mud Hole. All the buildings were half round corrugated 
metal buildings called Quonset Huts. For heating, 
they were equipped with coal burning potbelly stoves 
that burned red hot, the floors were dirt. 

The next couple of weeks was spent in last mjnute 
training. Passes were issued to Salsbury, vVinchester 
and London. 

December 16,1944 

The Germans launched a major offensive in the 
Ardennes. The allies \vere caught by surprise suffering 
heavy lose and were forced to fall back. 700 men wel;e 
pulled from the Division and rushed across the channel 
as reinforcements. 

January 20, 1945 

Left Camp Lopscombe at 0500 by train for 
Southampton. It was snowing very hard. We walked 
about 4 miles to the docks where we boarded the 
Polish Steamer M.S. Sobieski, we were packed in like 
sardines. Bunks were six high in the hole, the air was 
foul, the deck stayed wet all the time, all our equip­
ment had to be hung or put. on our bunks. 

January 22,1945 

The Regiment finally sailed from Southampton for 
the short trip across the channel to France. 

January 23! 1945 

vVe arrived at the Port of LeHarve, France. Our ship 
dropped anchor in the channel, several hundred yards 
from shore. The Harbor is in shambles, the docks and 
warehouses have all been destroyed-many ships are 
sunk at their berths. 

CONTINUED IN THE NEXT EDITION 



Washington. .C. 
Link-Up Celebration 
Submitt.e.d By: Charles Chapman 
Hq Efl~y Diu Arty 
12223 Seaford Court 
\Voodbridge, VA 22192-2356 
703-492-1984 
CCEAG\VCtffaol.com 

The 65th anniversary of the Link-up between the 
U.S. 69th Infantry Division and the Soviet 58th 
Guards was celebrated April 25th, 2010 near the steps 
of the Lincoln YIemorial in vVashington, D.C. 

Henry Johnson and Charlie Chapman, both of 
Headquarters Battery, Division Axtillery, made brief 
remarks before a crowd of about 125. One Russian 
official also spoke. The U.S. Marine Corps Band per­
formed as did a band and a chorus form lVIoscow. The 
event, which was hosted by Dr. Edward Lozansky, 
President of the American 1.;niversity in Moscow, was 
coordinated by Bill Selig of the \Alorld Russia Forum 
2010. Dr. Antonio Betancourt, Secretary-General of 
the Summit Council for vVorld Peace, attended the 
celebration, as did various other dignitaries from both 
the C.S. and Russia. The remarks by the 69'ers were 
\vell received and a number of attendees spoke to t.hem 
later. 

Hcnrr Johnson and Chorlie Chapman, HQ Blry Diu. Arty, spen/i!illg 
OJ! steps of Lincoln lvfelllorial, Washington. D.C. 

25, April, 2010-65111 Anniversnry oflhe Linh·/Ip. 

****************************** 
Dr. Forre§t C. Pogue 
Biographer Of General 
George C, Marshall 
Submitted By: Herbt Schedina 
Friedrichplatz 3 
D-04680 Torga u 
Germany 
schedi. torga u@ t-onl ine. de 

vVith gTeat interest I read the article about George 
Ivlarshall's visit to Camp Shelby and the 69th Infantry 
Division on page two of your Association's May-August 
2009 Bulletin .. I also saw your request for stories. I 
received the bulletin after the 69th Infantry Division 
honored me and some others here in Torgau with 
plaques in appreciation of our efforts to build 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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A Note Front Your Past 
Presid,ent 
David Theobald 
Submitted By: Mrs. Jeanne F. Theobald 

Wife of David Theobald 
Company F 272nd 
8401 Moravian Court 
Sacralnento, California 95826 

Deal' Readers, On my last oppurtunity to speak to 
you all as Pl'esident. I would like to thank all of you for 
your fellowship and friendliness. I hope you have 
enjoyed my attempt at a little humor at our meetings. 
vVe have a wonderful organization and it looks like it 
will last way past the last of the CA1VIP SHELBY 
HEROS have had their last 3.2 bottles of beer. Some of 
my personal memories are also included elsewhere. 

ALL THE BEST, 
Your Past President, Dave Theobald 

****************************** 

Route Across Europe 
Map and CODlbat Video 
Still Available 

The popular Route Across Europe Map taken from 
the History of The 272nd Infantry Regiment still may 
be had so your family and ii'iends can see where the 
69th 'vas in Europe during WWII. One map sent in a 
mailing tube (no folds or creases) $10. Additional maps 
are $5 each. Order maps for yourself, children and 
gTandchildren. Frame for display. 

The Combat Video with 25 minutes of scenes from 
Fortress Ehrenbreitstein to the Elbe River in DVD or 
VCRNHS format is $25. 

Send check or nwney order: 
69th Infasntry Website 
6314 Deerings Hollow 

Norcross, GA 30092-1800 

Allow 10 days for delivery. (770) 416-7725 

****************************** 

Does Anyone 
ReDle:mber This? 
Submitted By: Raymond K. Mann 
A&P PlatoonJ HQ CO, 3rd En 271 In! 
12223 Seaford Court 
18535 Melissa Springs Drive, Tomball ,TX 77375-8740 

In early April, 1945, some of us 3rd Battalion types 
evicted a German family from their home. We did this 
not out of meaness, but so that we could spend the 
night under a roof and for a lucky few of us, sleep in a 
bed. Infantrymen are trained to live in the field during 
combat, but will sc-ize any opportunity to live like normal 
human beings. 

(Continued on Page 12) 



DR. FORREST C. POGUE (Continued from Page 3) 

memorials in Strehla and Torgau in recognition of the 
Link-ups in those towns, April 25, 1945. We have had 
6gers as guests in our home during the work on these 
memorials as well as on scheduled tours. 

My knowledge of General Marshall is through my 
acquaintance with his biographer, Dr. Forrest C. 
Pogue. 

In 1984, during the Cold War, a London-style red 
double-decker bus bearing the name EISENHOvVER 
STUDY TOURS arrived in Torgau, creating quite a 
sensation in those times of the Cold vVar! Of course, 
they must have had an official permit from the East 
German authorities because this bus carried a group 
of journalist who had driven all the way from 
Normandy. There they had taken part in the 40th 
Anniversary Celebration of D-Day, going through the 
former battlefields of France and Belgium via Aachen, 
Remagen and other \Vest German cities into '""hat was 
behind the Iron Curtain at that time: East Germany, 
officially called the German Denlocratic Republic. 

I was an English teacher in Torgau. A year before, 
in 1983, I had also worked as a local guide for some 
English-speaking tourist groups coming from 
Wittenberg to Torgau seemingly in Martin Luther's 
footsteps because it was then when we celebrated the 
500th Anniversary of the birth of the Great Reformer. 

But this group's visit was quite different! Along 
with a representative of the small Torgau museum, I 
had been waiting in the parking lot for a group we had 
been told was interested in what happened here in 
April, 1945, at the end ofvVorld \Var II. I still remember 
how surprised we were when we saw this big bus coming 
around the corner. The bus stopped, and the leader of 
the group, a man of about 70, stepped out and amicably 
introduced himself as Dr. Forrest C. Pogue, of 
\Vashington, D.C. He explained that he had worked as 
a historian and war core;--;pondent ~ome 40 years ago 
and \vas now showing this group, which consisted 
mostly of journalists, all those historic places - from 
Omaha Beach in June 1944 up to the Czech city of 
Pllzen in IVIay 1945. Torgau had been a very special 
place for him because it was there \\'here on April 
25th, 1945, Lieutenant William D. Robertson, 69th 
Infantry Division, climbed over the destroyed Elbe 
Bridge to meet Russians on the eastern bank of the 
river. The Link-up was officially celebrated on the 
follov,-ing clay wit.h U.S. General R einhardt meeting 
S oviet General Rusakov and soldiers from East and 
\Vest dancing wit.h joy on the Elbe meadovvs. Such 
scenes were later called 'the Spirit of the Elbe', as 
evervbod y u nclerstoocl that. the end of the war W;15 

neal~ \Ve 'talked about all that \vith Dr. P ogue, and he 
presented t.O Ollr Dluseum an original 1945 copy of the 
L.S. Army journal YA .... \JI(S . 'Ve ore son)' that it is no 
longer there. som ebody must h Cl L'e tahen it. 

Five years la te r, in June 1989, Dr. P og'ue vi.<ited 
Torgau a second ti me. It was my privilege to once 
again welcome hi~' gTonp at the Link-up IVlonument; 
however, things had changed. Not only had I learned 
more de t ails about (.he events of 1945, but. we East 
Germa ns were living in a per iod of political turmoil in 
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this summer of 1989. While there was still that terrible 
wall in Berlin, and the old East-German party leader­
ship, including STASI (state security) was still in 
effect, everywhere in the country people began to 
express their disbelief, and first protest actions had 
already started. 

Dr. Pogue and I frankly discussed the situation 
and exchanged addresses, hoping for more freedom 
but not knowing how things would develop. I gave Dr. 
Pogue a booklet that had been published in Torgau in 
1985, with texts full of the old Communist ideology, 
but containing interesting photos. He told me how he 
had crossed the Elbe River \vith mixed feelings in a 
row boat on that April day, 1945, and that he would 
never forget the enthusiastic atmosphere there. I also 
learned that years later, he had become the biogra­
pher of General George C. Marshall and how glad 
he was to contribu te in keeping up the legacy of that 
g1'eat man. 

A few weeks later, in November 1989, I \vrote a letter 
to Dr. Pogue, in which I "vas able to express my 
thoughts about the peaceful revolution going on in my 
country. I also mentioned our hope to see more 
Anlel'ican people in Torgau in April and IVlay 1990 to 
commemorate the 45th anniversary of the end of vVVV 
II. Dr. Pogue ans"wered in December, and in his very 
personal letter he stated: "1 have been wondering, 
since I saw you in June, how I could be sure that a 
copy of my book would reach you. NO\v that there is 
this \vonderful opening of communication between 
East and West, I am sending you volumes III and IV 
of my biography of General Marshall." 

In his dedication he added: "With the hope that 
events of the past fe"w months may bring g1'ea(cr 
understanding and unity anlong countries of the 
world." He also enclosed a Christmas card drawn by 
his wife, Christine. Some more letters were 
exchanged, despite his bad eyesight and the fact that 
he was still busy lecturing at various places. \Vith 
pride he a1--;o told me that he had been presented the 
U.S. Army's Award for Distinguished Service, and I 
was able to speak of my first experil'nces traveling to 
t.he States. 

Years later in October 2000, my family together 
with Karl-Heinz Lange, a retired teacher and an 
outstanding historian, vis ited the United States to 
tdke up an invitation of 6ge1' veterans, Bill B e swick 
and Bill Snidow, who had become our friend s on 
Lheir numerous trips back to the Elbe. It \vas unforget­
table stay with them. 

vVe went t o Arlington Cemetery and then to th e 
Pentagon where we were treated like VPIs. Later we 
visited the George C. Nlar.shall 1Vluseum at Lexington, 
Virginia . It \vas there where I gladly remembered 
F orres t C . P ogue, ".-ho h a d been t he director of t he 
museum and t h e George C. Ma rshall Research 
Founda tion . I Jearned that he died in 1996 at the age 
of 84 .. The museum honors Dl'. Pogue with a beautiful 
portrait, in front of which I \Vas photogTaphed. 

vVhen we in Torga u celebrate the events of April 
1946 \'.-ith Elbe Day every year, I alway.s think (Jf 
F orrest C. P o .gue, a Erst rate historian of the war in 
Europe and a m an who serve d the ideals of worldwide 
freedom and peace. 
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69th INFANTRY DIVISION ACTIVITY REGISTRATION FORM 
Li ·ted below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion . Please ent.er how many people will be participating in each 
event and total t.he amount.. Send t.hat amount payable to ARr.-1ED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or money 
order. Your cancelled check will sen'e as your confirmation. Returned checks will be charged a $20 fee . You may also register online 
and pay by credit card at www.afl'-reg.comJ69inf. All regist.ration form s and payments must be received by mail on or before 
September 9, 2010. Afte r that date, reservastions will be accepted on a space available basis. 'V,le suggest you make a copy of t.his 
form before mailing. Please do not staple or tape your payment to thi s form. 

Arm 
322 
No 
AT 

ed Forces Reunions, Inc. OFFICE USE ONLY 
Madison Mews Check # 

rfolk, VA 23510 Inputted 

TN: 69th INFANTRY DIVISION 

CUT-OFF DATE IS 9/9/10 
TOU RS 

WEDNESDAY: BOON E HALL 
T HURSDAY: CRUISE / CITY TOUR 
FRIDAY: PATRIOTS POINT / CHARLESTON CRAB HOUSE 
(Please make your lunch entree selection below) 

She Crab Soup and Salad 
Grilled Chicken Sandwich 
Fried Flounder and Shrimp Platter 

r--'-
MEALS 

THURSDAY: EARLY BIRD BUFFET 
FRIDAY: BEER PARTY (Please indicate # of people attending) 
SATURDAY: BANQUET (Please select your entree) 

PRIME RIB 
GRI LLED CHICKEN 
BAKED SALMON 

MANDATORY PER PERSON REGISTRATION FEE 
Includes entertainment and administrative expenses. 
DUES-NEW DUES YEAR IS AUGUST 1,201 0 - JULY 31,2011 

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
LAD IES MEMBERSHIP 
POSTAGE AND BULLETIN DONATION (UP TO YOU) 

Total Amount Payable to A rmed Forces Reunio ns, Inc. 

PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU WANT IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR NAM ETAG 

LAST FIRST 

UNIT NEXT GENERATION? 

SPOUSE NAME (IF ATIENDING) 

GUESTS NAMES 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY, ST, ZI P 
DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS 
(Sleeping room requirements must be conveyed by attendee direclfy with hotel) 

Date Received 
Nametag Completed ___ 

PRICE # of 
PER PEOPLE TOTAL 

$ 45 $ 
$ 57 $ 

$ 62 $ 
$ 62 $ 
$ 62 $ 

$ 27 $ 
No Charge # of ppl 

$ 32 $ 
$ 25 $ 
$ 29 $ 

$ 15 $ 

$10 $ 
$ 5 $ 

$ 

$ 

EMAIL 

FIRST TIMER? (YES ) OR (NO 

PH . NUMBER ( 

MUST YOU BE LlFTf::D HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TO 
PARTlelPATr IN BUS TRIPS? ::J YES ":J NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY). 

EMERGENCY CONTACT PH. NUMBER ( ) 
For refunds and cancellations please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the reunion program . CANCEI.LATIONS 
WILL Be: TAKFN MONDAY ·FRIDAY 9:00am-5:00pm EASTERN TIM E (excluding holidays). Call (757) 625-6401 to 
cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after reunion. 
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SHERATON CHARLES TON AIRPORT HOTEL - CHARLESTON, SC 
(800) 325-3535 (843) 747-1900 

The Sheraton Charleston Airport Hotel is conveniently located at 4(· '10 Goer Drive, North Charleston, SC 29406, 
strategically located near the historic dO\vntown district and the Charleston International Airport, The hotel is 
approximately 3 miles from the Charleston International Airport. If you are driving, please call the hate] directly for 
accurate driving instructions. This hotel offers 289 spacious rooms. Each room features a coffee, tea maker, iron., ironing 
board, haircll'yer, microwave, and free wireless high speed internet access . Recreation enthusiasts will enjoy an 
indoor/outdoor heated pool, fitness facility and golf courses nearby. The Sheraton Charleston rurport is a non-smokinb 
hotel. Handicapped rooms are subject to availability. Please requpst these special 8.ccommodations when making your 
hotel reservations. 

The hotul provides complimentm'y parking for its guests. Check-in time is 3:00pm; check-out time is 12:00pm. 
Moni.hers, open 6:00am-2:00pm and 5:00pm-11:00pm, feature . ..: a hearty full breakfast and lunch e\'eryday with a b 
carte dining available as well. Bogies Bar, open ··1:00pm-12:00am, offers American cusine and local favorite.~. Enjoy 
your favorite libations in a fun and inviting pub-like atmosphere. 

The Sheraton Charle . ...:ton Airport offers compliment·ary airport shuLtle service to and from the Charleston 
International Airport. The shuttle runs every 20 minuLes on the hour to and fronl the airport.. Please call 
(843)747-1900 upon arrival then wait by taxDshuttle stands outside of baggage d8.im for the shuttle t.o arrive . Space 
is limited on complimentary services, so you may \vant to make other arrangements. The hotel shuttle takes alJ 
guests to and froD1 the Tanger Outlet area , if desired. The hotel also provides a complimentary ~huttle service to and 
from Downtown Charleston for SPG member;:;. You may sign up upon check in. The 11 pac:::senger seat van run~ 4 
times a day. 

The hotel offers complimentary RV parking for guests ~taying at the hotel. Should you need full hook-ups contact 
the Charleston KOA Campground at (843) 797-1045 or (800)562-5812. They are located at 9494 Highway 78, Ladson, 
SC 29456, which is approximately 11 miles from t.he hot.el. Make your re:-;ervations as soon as po."sible due to limited 
space and availability. 

Should you ne~\d to rent a vvhl'elchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wheelchairs by 
the day !:)nd week. Please ('~q t.heir toll free number at (888 )441-7575 for details .. \..11 prices quoted include delivery fees. 

,"endors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change. 
- , - - - - - - - CL'T HERE .-\:--: \) _ IAIL 0 TIl E HOTE L . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

6~tn rN FANTRY ~DIVISION ASSOCIATION REUNION - HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 
REUNION DATES: OCTOBER 12-17,2010 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

TEL.NUMBER ( 

ARRIVAL DATE 

SHARING ROOM WI 

ZIP 

STARWOOD PREFERRED GUEST # 

APPROX. TIME DEP. DATE 

# OF ROOMS NEEDED # OF PEOPLE IN ROOlv·1 HANDICAP ACC[SS 

KING BED 2 DOUBLE BEDS 
In the event room type requested is not available. nearest room type will be assigned. 

RATE: $105 + tax (currently 12.5%) Rate includes breakfast buHet for two people. Rate will also be oHered 2 days before 
and after reunion dates, based on availability. 
CUT OFF DATE: 09/09/10. Late reservations will be processed based on space availability at a higher rate . 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is cancelled 72 hours prior to arrival. 

All reservations must be guaranteed by credit card or first night's deposit, enclosed, 
AMEX DINERS VISA MASTER CARD DISCOVER 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE 

SIGNATURE (regardless of payment method) 

MAIL TO: 
SH RATON CHARL STON AIRPORT HOTEL • 4770 GOER DRIVE • N. CHAR LESTON, SC 29406 

f·AX TO: (843) 744-2826 ATTN: RESERVATIONS 
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69th Infantry Division Association 
63rd Annual Reunion 
October 12th thru 17th, 2010 

SHERATON CHARLESTON AIRPORT HOTEL 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m, 

7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

~:oo p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
'i:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 12th 
Complimentary Breakfast Buffet 
Hospitality and Souvenir Rooms open 
Reunion Registration open 
Dinner and evening on your own 
Hospitality Room open 

Wednesday, October ,13th 
Complimentary Breakfast Buffet 
Reunion Registration open 
"Next. Generation" 
BOONE HALL (description follov'is) 
Hospitality Room open 
Reunion Registration open 

Thursday, October 14th 
Complimentary Breakfast Buffet. 
Reunion Registration open 
CRUISE / CITY TOUR (description fo11O\\'s) 
Hospitality Room open 
Reunion Registration open 
";)J ext Generation" 
Cash Bar 
Early Bird Dinner 

Friday, October 15th 
Complimentary Breakfast Buffet 
PATRIOTS POINT.' CHARLESTON CRAB HOUSE RESTAURANT (description follows) 
Hospitality Room open 
"Next Generation" 
Board lVIeeting 
Dinner on your own 
PX Beer Party 

Saturday, October 16th 
Complimentary BreakJast Buffet 
lVIembership Me(;ting 
Hospitality Room open 
")1 ext Genera tion" 
Cocktail Hour with Cash Bar 
l\1emol'ial Service 
Banquet served, followed by music and dancing 

Sunday, October 17t h 
Complin~entary Breakfast Buffet 
Farewells and Departures 

2(d2cellation and Refund P oliC'}' for Anned Forces Reunions, Inc. 
For att endees clllceling reunion acti vities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions , Inc. " ATH· :-:ha11 proce:-:~ 

a full refund les~: the non-refundable AFR registration fee ($7 per person \. AtLC~ndees ca nceling reunion activities after 
the cut-off dat.e will be refunded to t he fulle st extent that AFR's vendor commitments and guarantees will allow, less 
the non-refundable AFR registration fee. Cancellations will only be takeil dlonday through F riday h'Oll1 9:00 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Eastern ::";tandard Time, e xcluding holiday~. Please call (757) 62t")-6401 to cancel reunion 
activiti es and obtain a cancella tion code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after reunion. Canceling your hotel resen'-ation 
does not cancel your reunion activities. 

Reg i:Jter online & pay by credit card at www.afr-reg.coml69inf 
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69th INFANTRY DIVISION REUNION - TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 

BOONE HALL PLANTATI01~ 
Wednesday, October 13th 

Arrive at America's n10st photographed plantation, Boone Hall Plantation. Drive down the falnous 
three-quarter mile avenue of massive, Spanish moss draped live oaks. Step back in time and relive the 
grandeur of the Old South when you tour the n1ansion, smokehouse, gardens, original slave quarters, and 
cotton gin house . There will be an approximate two block \valk to the house from \vhere the buses must 
stop. Level \valking, but please wear comfortable shoes. 

9:30 a.m. board bus, 12:30 p.m. back at hotel 
$45!Person includes bus, guide, and admission. 

CR1TISE / CITY TOUR 
Thursday, October 14th 

Begin the day ,vith a two-hour guided tour of the Holy City, nan1ed for its many picturesque churches. 
Favorite sites include the Battery overlooking Charleston's harbor and Fort Sumter, colorful Rainbow Row, 
the Citadel, and White Point Gardens. Arrive for an early lunch and shopping on your own in the Market 
Area, Charleston's historic marketplace surrounded by restaurants and eateries of all types. Reboard the 
bus for a short ride to the marina. Enjoy a one and a half hour harbor cruise that crusies by Fort Sumter, 
Fort Moultrie, Patriots Point, the U.S. Naval Base, waterfront mansions, commercial docks, and more. 

8:30 a.m. board bus, 3:15 p.m. back at hotel 
$57lPerson includes bus, guide, admission, and harbor cruise. Lunch on your own. 

PATRIOTS POINT / CHARLESTON CRAB HOUSE RESTAURANT 
Friday, October 15th 

Start the morning touring Patriots Point, home of the largest naval and maritime museum in the world. 
Visit the carrier USS Yorktown, the submarine Clamagore, and the replica of a Vietnam Support base. 
Priceless war planes used during wars and conflicts spanning from WWII to Desert Storm are featured 
aboard the Yorktown's 40,000 square foot hangar bay and atop the 888 foot flight deck. Patriots Point is 
also the home of the Congressional Medal of Honor Society and their official Medal of Honor lVIuseum with 
tons of interactive exhibits. Reboard the bus for lunch at the Charleston Crab House. You'll be given a 
lunch voucher to exchange for Fried Shrimp Salad, Grilled Chicken Sandwich, or Fried Shrimp and 
Flounder Platter with chef's choice of accompaniments and beverage. 

9:00 a.m. board bus, 2:00 p.m. back at hotel 
$62lPerson includes bus, escort, admission, and lunch. 

Driver and guide gratuities are not included in the t.our prices. 
Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minutes prior to the scheduled time. 

All trips require a minimum of thirty people, unless otherwise stated. 
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"Taps" 
The melody of TAPS was composed by a non­

musical (musician with no formal knowledge) nor the 
technical names of any of the notes. Union General 
Daniel Butter field whistled it for Brigadier General 
Oliver Norton who wrote the notes on the back of 
an envelope July 2. 1862. The plaintive bugle notes 
that bring an involuntary lump to the throat typifies 
our loss and feelings of these two great buglers. 

Thomas K. Black ' 
4645 East Edgewood 
~Iesa, AZ 85206 
Co. D - 273rd 

James R. Cantlin 
Lebanon, NH 
Co. M - 273rd 

Gilbert A. Clark 
70 Yates Street 
Forty Fort, PA 18794-4119 
Co. F - 273rd 

Bernard Dikter 
9026 Shinleaf Court 
Columbia} MD 21045-2303 
H2 - 271st 

Dan Eidson 
2773 Ashton Hill Drive 
Ducula, GA 30019-2974 
Co. A - 880th 

Berwyn O. Endicott 
W 7222 Luther Road 
Spooner, WI 54801-7671 
Co. E - 272nd 

Tavio Ferrae 
440 Jeremiah Drive Unit. C 
Simi Valley, CA 93065-1671 
Co. D - 272nd 

Milton C. Graham 
2050 Abbot Street 
Oxnard, CA 93003 
Co. G - 273rd 

Dr. Fredrick Hauser 
1255 Gulfstream Avenue #1004 
Sarasota, FL 34236-8931 
Co. E - 271st 

William H. Heeps 
3945 Oakhw'st Blvd. 
Sarasota, Fl 34233 
Quartermaster 

Ray W. Herbst 
727 S. Laclede Station Road S #213 
Saint Louis, .MO 63119-4911 
Co. A - 272nd 

Rudolph J. Jaeger 
10603 Glenshire Terrace 
Saint Louis, MO 63123 
Co. A - 271st 

Leland C. Jones 
2218 Kensington Road 
Salina, KS 67401-6951 
Co. H - 273rd 

James R. Lenhart 
255 Smith Street 
South Hill, VA 23970-2907 
SC - 273rd 

Floyd McConkie 
1016 Iowa Street 
Alma, IVn 48801-1453 
Co. C - 273rd 

THE WORDS TO "TAPS" 
SAY IT ALL 

Day is done, gone the sun 
From the lakes, from the hills, 

from the skies. 
All is well, safely rest, God is nigh. 

Thanks and praise for our days 
'neath the sun, 'neath the stars, 

'neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know. God is nigh. 

Joe E. Morgan 
4410 Belle Glade Drive 
Houston, TX 77018-1107 
Co. E - 273rd 

Joseph Panganiban 
6833 Gunn Drive 
Oakland, CA 94611 
Co. G - 273rd 

Ralph Pearson 
1562 E. Idaho Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55106 
Co. D - 272nd 

Daniel Russo 
29 Bryant Drive 
Livingston, NJ 07039-1231 
RE - 661st 

Roy B. Sherrill 
2080 J ana Lane 
Burleson, TX 76028 
Co. A - 369th 

Edward W. Sullivan 
300 Park Shore Drive Apt. 3F 
Naples, FL 34103-3489 
Co. C - 272nd 

Eugene K. Wilson 
PO. Box 538 
Mineral, VA 23117 
Co. I - 272nd 

***************************************************************** 
South Carolina Gets 
Cruise Liner 
Submitted By: Lester E. Hart 
Co. C· 881st 
7916 Hayes Road 
Williamsfield, OR 44093-9718 

Thought you would like to know about a new cruise 
ship just in at Charleston (something to see). They call 
Charleston "an amazing city". Maybe we will find out 
during the 2010 reunion. 

The Associated Press Charleston, S.C. 

A new era in tourism opened in South Carolina as 
the first cruise liner to be permanently based on the 
state's coast arrived. 

11 . 

The gleeming white Carnival Fantasy operated by 
Carnival Cnlise Lines arrived in port as the sun broke 
through the morning clouds, a sail boat fired a cannon 
in salute and a tug boat sent arcs of water spraying 
into the air. 

In the past, only a handful of passenger cruises have 
sailed from Charleston in the winter. 

But Jim Berra, Carnival's chief marketing officer, 
said Charleston is a good place for summer cluises, 
'which is a grO\ving market. 

"Vle think it is, simply because the draw in the summer 
in Charleston is so strong," he said. '<You're offering 
the guests time either pre- or post-cruise in an amazing 
city and then you have the chance to do a five, six or 
seven night cruise onto the Bahamas or Key VI'est," he said. 
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DOES ANYONE REMEMBER? 
(Continued from Page 2) 

I was inside the house when I was startled by a 
burst of small arms fire from outside. I apprehensively 
approached the open back door, my carbine at the 
ready. I was surprised to see GIs in the back yard with 
their weapons pointed skyward. By the time I stepped 
outside, they had ceased firing and explained that 
they had been shooting at a low flying German plane. 
It turned out to be a Messerschmidt 109, one of 
Germany's two best propeller dliven fighter planes, 
the other being the Focke-\Vulfe 190. I was acquainted 
with the MEI09, having constructed a small scale 
model as a IS-year old boy some five years earlier. 

As we stood discussing the incident, we heard the 
plane approaching again. When it came into view, it 
was so low that we could plainly see the pilot. He was 
flying at an unusually slow rate of speed, not appearing 
to take any aggressive or evasive action . This did not 
deter my comrades fTom emptying their clips at him 
again. Neither did the fact that it was next to impossible 
to being dO\v"TI a WW II aircraft with rifle fire. That 
was the last we saw of the MEI09 -- almost. 

The next morning, we were loaded onto trucks to 
resume 01.ll' push across Germany. As we were leaving 
to\VIl, our driver asked if we wanted to see the MEI09 
that came down the previous evening. Vle all responded 
almost in unison "Did someone shoot it down?" "Nah!" 
the driver said, "it flew into some high wires near the 
railway station." 

After pulling off the road, the dliver pointed out the 
plane in an open field, wheels up, with steel cable wrapped 

around the bent prop. We all bailed out for our first 
close-up glimpse of the feared machine. Someone 
asked the obvious question : "'Vas the pilot captured?" 
The drivel' said yes, but he really wasn't a pilot, rather 
an aircraft mechanic from a Luftwaffe airfield to our 
east who had no desire to become a prisoner of the rapidly 
approaching Soviet army. He had evidently concluded 
that it was time to go home! He was flying by dead 
reckoning and was circling our little town trying to 
read the name on the railway station. We all had to 
laugh at that, but I imagine ffiOl'e than one of us was 
thinking to himself, "Give that man a 'E' for effort." 

****************************** 
BULLETIN STAFF 

Dottie (Witzleb) Shadle 
Editor 

P.O. Box 4069 
New Kensington, PA 15068 
Telephone: 724/335-9980 
Send Articles, Pictures, 

and Material 

John Barrette 
Treasurer 

PO. Box 215 
Wisconsin Rapids, 

Wisconsin 54495-0215 
Telephone: 715/423-4921 

Send Dues to John 

Paul Shadle 
"Nlembership Chairman 

P.O. Box 4069 
New Kensington, PA 15068 
Telephone: 724/335-9980 
Send Address Changes, 

New Members 
and Deaths to Paul 
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OFFICERS 2010·2011 

Hohf.ri Crow. Pr.'sido!l 
149 East Side Orive, "1 6-1 
Concord, NH 03301 ...... . . .. .. :2i: 

Dr. Edw:1rd S<lrcione, Vice Pr.?l'id,71l1 
P.O. Box. 64S 
Hamburg. ~'Y 14075·06-18 ......... .... . 272 

.]o,rph F. Huber. S <cretary 
900 O'Ke"flc A'·enuC:. Apt. 209 
Su n Pra lie. WI 53590 .. .. .... . 272 

J ohn l3arrenc. Treas llr,' r 
930 25th Place. P.O . Box 21.'> 
\\'isconsin Ra pids . WI 54495·021 5 .. . 271 

P<lul N. Shad le , Membership Chain7l(lIl 
P.O. 13 0:-: 4069 
~ew Kensington. PA 15068·4069 .. 271 

William Snidow. Ch aplain .... .......... ti c" 
Dou ie Shadle, Ed itor ......... .. .. .... ...... 271 
Edith Zaffern. Sill/shill!? Lady 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Te\'m E:>."Piring 2010 
Edgllr A. Pal':;ons ...... ... . 
Robert L Pi(' rc(> 
William E. Sn jdo'" 
Ed Hill ... 

Term Expil'ing 2011 

.. :?72 
.... 273 
.... 661 

81 

George :\. West .. .... 27 1 
Walter Haag .. .. .. . .. .. .. ... .... ..... .. SSI 
William R. Nw le ...... .. ...... ...... . .... 273 
Raymond J . Sansoucy .... .. .. ... .. .. . ...... 272 
Gus Vj"hmnn ........ .. ........ .. .. ... ......... 777 

Tenn ElI."Pirjng 2012 
Wa rren Goodman ... . 273 
Joe Kurt .. .. .. ...... ...... .... .. ....... .. 271 
Eugene Pi l' ITon .... . ... 66 1 
~! el Schultz .. . .. 272 
Bruce Young 79 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
:'. [aj. Gell. E. F. Rr inhllrd t . 

TX .... .......... .. ........ .. ... Oi ,·. Hq. 

I.es te r .1. Milich, NJ.. .. .... 569 Sig. 
· Hyma n E. Goldst('in . ~Y .... ...... 2i2 In f. 
. C lifford E. Ewing. GA .. .. ........ 769 Ord. 
Shermall La wn'nee. \'J' ... .. .. ... 272 In f. 
;o. [\Irr~· Gull)ten. FL .. ......... .... .. 272 In f. 

· Henry Madison. Ny ................. 272 In f. 

Sol Ro·ellblitt . FL .... .271 In L 
Cyri l Baron. FL . .. .. .. .. .. Oi,·. Hq. 
L(l[] r L. QlIickl~, NJ .. 271 In f. 

· II m'old ~f. StatTY. PA .... .. ....... 27'2 Inf. 

" Wm. R. ;\Iatlach . 1'-.'Y ............... 273 Inf. 
Sam Woolf. Ny ........ . . n '3 I nf. 
Gl'o. E. Phillips, NJ . ....... 27 1 Inf. 
Alben Ca l' bonari. C1' ... 271 Inf. 

' Stanley Olszewsk i. C1' .... 273 InL 

John Morial1~~ MA ..... 69 MP 
Robert \1,1' (> 1'$. AZ . .. ....... OJ,'. Hq. 

~Wnlte r Dot'rnbach. N.J ..... OJ ,·. Hq. 

Gt'orge Gallagher. F L .. ... . .. ~[ P " QM 
Will iam Be£wick , VA .. .. . .. 66 1 

William Foste r. PA .... . .. . ...... 269 
Enrl E. Witzleb . . Jr. PA ._ ....... :273 Inf. 
W(')kos O. Ha wn. CO . . .. Di,·. Hq. 

Cun E. PNer50n. WI.. .... .. .. 569. Sig. 
Robert pj~rc~ . C:\ .... ........ ... .. . . 273 

Jim Boris . PA . I FA 
Harold Ruck . TN ................ .. .. .. ..... 272 
Raymond "': ansoucy. MA '272 

· Bernard Zaff(>rn, MI .. ~'~2 

P;. ul N. Shadk. P:\ .. .. . :,: 1 

Oa"id' J. Thc·obald . CO .... 212 
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! A Note from Paul & Dottie g 
~ t 
~ 4 
~ We hope everyone is enjoying this nice summer and looking forward ~ 
M to attending the annual reunion in North Charleston, South Carolina ~ 
~ in October. We are going ahead with our plans and hope to see many of ~i 
~ you in attendance. Remember the deadline is September 9,2010 so you ~ 
~ might want to get your reservations in early. We will not be sending out ~ 
~ another bulletin until after the reunion. ~ 

~ We are also working on plans for next year's reunion. We will have 2 11 
~ or 3 different cities to choose from at our Membership Meeting. ~ I Please come and join us for a good time I 
~~~"$..%..'0;«&~%"":&."%."%."%.,&"&."'K..:&.,,&,,&":&.":&.,,&"Z...&..~'&~&"&.""&.~"'K..~,:3:~:: ::a~,:~:z:.z..."&'3:.":&.~2K.'&"&"&""&.""&."'K'&.x'&~:.r~"':$:'&,&%:'~%jK,&:&,&"&.~ 


